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HAVE PASSPORTS, WILL TRAVEL
By Maribeth Dwyer
UM Publications and Media Relations
MISSOULA—
Displayed on a shelf in the home of Lou and Carol Hayes in Missoula are
a stuffed camel caparisoned in rich red and gold, an intricately wrought
Tibetan prayer wheel, a chador-clad doll complete with veil of purdah and a
wickedly curved Nepalese knife.

These and other treasures throughout the

house witness to Carol's skill as a negotiator in the bazaars of Kathmandu,
Kabul and Lahore.
Carol doesn't know if her purchases were bargains or not, but she de
cided the best way for her to play the game of haggling with street merchants
was to pay for their wares what they were worth to her.

Whatever the market

value of her acquisitions, as mementos of family adventure abroad they are
priceless.
Carol owes her standing as an amateur collector of Asian arts and crafts
to her husband's standing as a scholar and educator.

Dr. Louis D. Hayes,

professor of political science at the University of Montana, is periodically
tapped for overseas research and teaching assignments.
With their children, Douglas and Kirstin, now students at Hellgate High
School, the couple spent 10 months in Nepal in T970-71.

They have returned

for several visits since, and Lou has also lived in India.
(over)
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From March through December 1977 the family was in Afghanistan.

They

later learned that their house in Kabul was hit by shrapnel in the military
coup of April 1978.
Carol and Lou recently packed their bags again and headed for Pakistan,
where they spent the month of August 1980.
Like most westerners, they are intrigued by the people, customs and
institutions of these Muslim countries.

Because Carol had to deal with

household servants and do the shopping, she had contact not only with Lou's
university colleagues but with members of many social classes.
Lou's purpose in Pakistan was to conduct research supported by a grant
from the American Institute of Pakistan Studies.

He was there to study

recent governmental policy designed to improve the capability of higher
education to meet the country's manpower needs.
He says the universities in Pakistan and other South Asian countries^
are under a great deal of pressure because of the need for large numbers of
highly trained people and also because universities are centers of political
activity.
He points out that a university education is looked upon as one of the
best avenues to economic success.

The expectation is widespread among students

that a college degree entitles them to a job and that admission to a university
entitles them to a degree.
To some extent, he says, there is a conflict between the government's
desire for universities to provide highly trained personnel according to plans
based on national needs and students' desire for easy access to a university
education.
(more)
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Universities in Pakistan were nationalized in 1977, Hayes says.

Prior

to that time many private colleges, some having been instituted by the
British in the 19th century, were serving the needs of a small, privileged
elite.

Now there are greater opportunities in higher education for the

poorer classes of society.
He notes that historically education in India and Pakistan has been
based on the British system whereby students study for a period of time,
usually several years, and then "sit" for a comprehensive exam.

There is

so much prestige associated with going to college that even flunking out
has its advantages.

Former students sometimes list among their qualifications

»

"B.A. failed."
"One of the striking differences between American and South Asian
students is that the latter are highly politicized," he says. "Not only is
there vigorously contested campus politics but students take a very active
part in national politics.

In fact, student agitation has figured prominently

in the overthrow of two governments in Pakistan."
Obviously, the students' proclivity to protest at the drop of a turban
makes it difficult for the universities to impose rigorous academic standards.
Unpopular changes tend to provoke demonstrations.
Hayes predicts that Pakistan will continue to have manpower problems for
some time.
"Not that progress is not being made," he is quick to say, "but Pakistan
is still a country of striking contrasts between the old and the new.

On a

farm across the road from a modern factory you can see a bullock pulling a plow
or turning a wheel in a scene straight from the fourth century."
Nepal is even more primitive, according to Hayes, who did research there
on manpower needs, similar to his work in Pakistan, and taught at Tribhuvan
University.
f rw m v ^
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In Afghanistan he taught at Kabul University and studied the constitutional
system, a subject rendered moot by military coups and the subsequent Soviet
invasion in December 1979.
In all three countries he found a love of sports, especially soccer.

In

Afghanistan sports associated with tribal nomadic traditions are big, such as
equestrian games requiring spectacular feats of horsemanship.
After their sojourns in exotic South Asia, Carol and Lou Hayes might be
expected to find life in Missoula humdrum.

Not so.

Lou is enthusiastic about

his UM classes; and Carol finds satisfying her part-time job in the UM radio
television department, where she serves as the chairman's secretary and also
compiles and tapes a daily five-minute program for public radio KUFM.
To remain members in good standing of the globetrotters' fraternity,
they took a trip around the world in December.

The three-week excursion,

sponsored by the UM Alumni Association, included stops in London, Hong Kong,
and Honolulu but allotted two weeks to Nepal and India.
Professor Hayes, who holds a bachelor's degree from the University of
Colorado, as does his wife, and a Ph.D. from the University of Arizona, went
along to lecture on the history, culture and politics of these lands he
knows so well.
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